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This month's speaker is

BRIAN w . A l d is s
For those who want more AUTHORS at the Brum Group, a real treat this 
month; following on David Brin's highly successful visit last month, we have 
managed to persuade none other than our Co-President Brian A ldiss to 
come out of hiding.
Brian's new book is entitled Bury My Heart at W.H. Smith's, and is the 
memoirs of his career as a writer. Published by Hodder & Stoughton in 
hardcover at £13.95, it is very funny (as one would expect), in the author's 
inimitable style. In addition, a Special Edition is being published by Avernus, 
in slip case and signed, with six extra chapters, @£40. Anyone wanting 
one of these should let Rog know A.S.A.P (Brian will be signing copies at 
Andromeda on Saturday 21st at noon.)

The BSFG meets on the third Friday of every month (unless otherwise notified) 
at the NEW IMPERIAL HOTEL, Temple Street (off New St.), Birmingham at 7.45pm.
Subscription Rates: £6.00 per person, or £9.00 for two members at same address.
Cheques etc. payable to the BSFG, via the Treasurer, c/o the Reviews Editor (below).

Chairman's Address: 126 McKean Road, Oldbury, Warley B69 4BA. (021 552 8912)

Book Reviews to Mick Evans at 121 Cape Hill, Smethwick,. Warley B66 4SH, which is 
also the Novacon Chairman’s address. (021 558 0997) (NB. NEW ADDRESS)
All other contributions and enquiries to Dave Hardy, 99 Southam Road, Hall Green, 
Birmingham B28 OAB (Telephone 021 777 1802, fax 021 777 2792)

Friday 20 July at 7.45pm Admission; Members £1.25 Visitors £2.0O



David Brin (Meeting Review by Tony Morton)
David opened by  describ ing  his move back to Paris, w here he now  lives, 
via H ong K o ng /Japan /F ar E ast/N epal (hiking), all of w hich took tw o  
m onths. He noted sceptically that industry  in those coun tries  would 
ra ther make the sam e m istakes them selves than  learn  from  us.

H is new book, Earth, is based around British, New Z ealand  and  Easter 
Island view points o f life; N Z  is portrayed as the m etaphor for hope, 
Easter Island o f despair. It is set 50 years in the fu ture  because D avid 

feels it to be m ore realistic to p red ic t‘probabilities’ th a t w ill happen. He also dispelled a ru m o u r o f p rob lem s 
w ith  the publishers of the novel, who he assured us gave m arvellous co-operation; they  never asked for a 50%  
reduction in the length of the book!

O n his last visit to the B rum  Group, D avid predicted th e ‘b reak-up  of parano ia’ in the world, equating  this 
to  a breaking down o f frontiers, which m ost people would agree can be related to the events in the E aste rn  
Bloc. This tim e he extrapolated th e ‘m ach ism o  propaganda’ and  its inherent effect, particu larly  w ith in  Islam . 
R ule by fear — bo th  on and of the population. H ere, D avid proclaim s, is w here W estern-style c iv ilisation  
w ins: we have the firs t generation w ith a chance to consciously com e up w ith  patterns to control our 
environm ent. W E are  standing  on the possibilities set up by  the generations of the past, and  the  nex t 
generation can choose to dive o ff or fly.

A question from  the floor m oved the talk on to the possib ility  o f ‘Postman — the Movie’. D avid revealed 
th a t there is interest from  W arner Brothers, but the ir version reversed every role play he ’d tried  to m ak e  in 
the  novel. . . T he  m ovie people also w anted a ‘s tra ig h t’ plot to follow, while the novel has tw o love lines and  
th ree  plots: which could be tr im m ed  w ithout losing the context o f the original?

David went on to cover diverse subjects: fem in ism  (a new, fourth wave is needed t o ‘equalise’ the position  
o f women); SF , fantasy and  m agic (the concept o f m ag ic  depends upon the age in w hich it ap p ea rs .‘ Science 
gives m an what he N EED S, m agic gives m an w hat he w ants’ -  Tom Robins.); h is own read ing  m a tte r 
(history and science, C onnie W illis, G reg Benford and  T im  Powers. C yberpunk  w riters a r e ‘ a n g ry  young 
m e n ’, but G ibson’s work is that of a genius.) W ill h is new prophesies tu rn  out to be correct?  W ait and  see, but 
meanwhile, thank you David for a very in teresting  evening full of open thought and  ideas, thoroughly  enjoyed 
b y  a large turnout.

WORD CHAIN PLAY-OFF A long, long tim e ago, in a galaxy far aw ay.. .  Well, last C h ris tm a s, to be 
precise, we had a Word C hain. As announced in the F eb ruary  BGN, there was a tie between C h ris  M organ, 
W illiam M cCabe and Rog Peyton, so a p lay-off had to be held. However, the contestants refused  our first 
suggestion o f a ‘ duel’ (trial?), so our C h airm an  had  to prepare a w ritten  Word C hain. T hen firs t one, then  
another contestant was away; as a result, the p lay-off was held last m onth! For som e strange reason  C h ris  
refused the chance to w in  a bottle  of scotch, so only W illiam  and  Rog actually  took part. T he lucky w in n er 
w as Rog (who was not best pleased when first told that he had won an A ndrom eda voucher!)

D O N A T I O N S  As discussed at the AGM, the B rum  G roup is to m ake a donation to Critical Wave, to help 
it out of its financial difficulties. It has now been agreed  that the am ount will be £500; £250 to be paid at the 
end  of June and  another £250 next January.

We are also donating £100 to Friends of Foundation, to help enable the SF Foundation to con tinue  its 
valuable work. Both donations fall w ithin the term s o f our C onstitution: " to  fu rther the interests, know ledge .
. . and the prom otion, encouragem ent and participation  in w riting , publishing and p roducing  books, 
m agazines, film s and other projects connected  with science f ic tio n ..."

NEW VENUE The C om m ittee  continues in its efforts to find 
a new venue for the Group, due to the im pending  closure of the 
Imperial. Few suggestions have com e from  the m em bersh ip , and 
C ity  Centre hotels a re  rapidly being exhausted as being  too 
expensive or just lacking the needed facilities. T he U niversity  and 
Midland Institute have been declared u n fit for various reasons 
(like lack o f a Bar outside very lim ited  tim es), and  the m ain  
contender at present is our o n e -tim e ‘ hom e’, the Ivy Bush on the 
Hagley Road. I f  this doesn’t  meet with your approval, don’t 
complain when i t ’s  too late -  suggest somewhere better!

Contents of this issue ® 1990 T h e  
B irm ingham  Science F iction G roup, on 
behalf o f the contributors, to w hom  all 
rights revert on publication. Personal 
opinions expressed in th is  N ew sletter 
do not necessarily  reflect those of the  
C o m m ittee  or the  Group. T h a n k s  to 
T im  G room e for artw ork , and  to all 
book reviewers and  con tribu to rs of 
unsolicited (?) item s. M ore please.



The page that contains contributions sent in by members. 
The more observant among you may have noticed that 
the May meeting, on dowsing, has caused a certain 
amount of controversy. This month we devote as much 
space as is needed for the main protagonists to have 
their say...

From  W endell Wagner, Jr.:
The G reat D ow sing Challenge

To the Editor:
Since I was the  m em b er you characterized  as ‘W. 
A gony’ in the June issue the Brum Group News (how 
did you  g u e s s ?  - E d) , I would like to  reply to your 
editorial com m ent. F irst, it was tru e  that I in terrupted  
Mr. G uest at one o r tw o points, and I apologise to h im  
for that.

I don’t apologise though for referring  to h is theories 
as ‘bullsh it’. O ne o f the ch ief characteristics of 
science, as Mr. G uest and  you apparently  fail to 
understand, is falsifiability. [Not a t all: but who said that 
dowsing w as a  science?! T h a t is, som e th ings can be 
show n to be bullshit. I don’t consider I t  to be an insult 
to refer to som eone’s rem ark s  as bullshit. W hen I say 
that it m eans I respect som eone enough that their 
rem arks  are w orth  argu ing  about. It’s only w hen I’m  
being  patronizing  to som eone that I don’t consider 
th em  w orth  argu ing  w ith.

I’m  not by any m eans a total sceptic. I’m  w illing to 
ad m it that there  m ay  be  phenom ena unexplained by 
present-day science. I’m  even w illing to accept such 
phenom ena w ithout any  theoretical explanation for it. 
But I’ve got to see som e evidence for it.

Mr. Guest was, a fte r all, expecting  us to accept a 
whole lot. Not only  did he c la im  to be able to detect 
w ater and determ ine its depth; not only did he claim  
to be able to detect o ther objects too (and even 
characteristics o f those objects that shouldn’t show up 
in any physical test at all), he was expecting us to 
accept m ap dowsing as well. If dowsing is able to do 
all that, saying that it is caused by the dow ser’s 
detecting of som e force field, w hether gravitational, 
e lectrom agnetic, or of som e unknow n sort, is no 
useful explanation at all. O ne m ight as well say that 
dowsing is caused by  invisible pink elephants who tap 
the dowsing rod to m ake  it tu rn  in the dow ser’s hand. 
A force field has a m athem atica lly  definable shape 
and  strength  and som e physical relation to the body 
that causes it. It also canno t be tu rn ed  of and on by 
the dow ser’s deciding to use o r not use it. Calling 
dowsing the detection of a field is thus just m isusing 
a scientific term .

Mr. G uest was w illing  to  adm it that this m eant that 
no physical explanation o f dowsing is then possible. If 
it w orks as he describes, dow sing would have to  be a 
w ay in w hich a dow ser uses som e so rt of a yes/no 
device to detect h is own unconscious clairvoyance. 
OK, I’m  even w illing to accept that if  I’m  given som e 
evidence for it. T h a t’s why I was asking  to do, not a 
parlour gam e, but a sim ple  scientific experim ent. I 
suppose I couldn’t have expected h im  to accept the 
challenge, but I did th in k  that he ’d com e up w ith a 
better excuse than  he did. I was expecting h im  to say 
that there  were too m an y  people around, or that there 
w ere underground s tream s in terfering  w ith his

perceptions, or m aybe ju s t th a t the  vibes were wrong. 
W hat he did say seem ed to b e  that he wouldn’t do any 
experim ent that could be checked w ithout m assively 
expensive drilling , or m aybe he was saying that you 
just had to believe and  accept his word for all this. T h is  
strikes m e  as a lot m ore ru d e  than  any th ing  I said to 
him .

At that poin t it was clear to m e th a t Mr. G uest was 
unw illing to accept the principle o f falsifiability. 
Regardless o f w hat evidence he was going to be 
presented w ith, he would ju s t keep on believing in 
dowsing. [Not true: Michael has seen  enough evidence that 
dowsing does  work -  and so have I -  to believe in it.] It 
was also at that point that I and  Rog Peyton (who you 
referred to a s ‘ E Take’) and m o s t o f the  audience gave 
up tak ing any th ing  he had to say seriously [again, not 
true: last month many mem bers of the audience took the 
trouble to say  that they supported the v iew s  I expressed], 
since his argum en ts were no  m ore  rational than  the 
F la t-E arthers  o r the people who believed in the 7-ft 
Venusians. Is it surpris ing  then  that Rog and I got up 
and w ent to the Bar, since we could learn  a lot m o re  by 
d rink ing  ourselves to the p o in t w here we could see 
invisible pink  elephants?

I still w ish to test a dow ser though. T herefore I 
would like to announce the folowing challenge: I will 
pay £100 to the firs t dowser who passes the test I 
will g ive. It will consist of five trials, on each of which 
I will place eight plastic m a rg a rin e  tubs around  a 
room , four of them  filled w ith w ater and four o f th em  
empty. Each o f the tubs will be covered with a cloth. 
The dow ser m ay  do as m a n y  practice trials as he 
[/she?] w ishes, but m ust declare beforehand w hether 
the trial is for practice or for real. O f the 40 guesses he 
m akes on the five trials, he m ust m ake no m ore than 
two errors: an e rro r being  e ither a full tub being 
guessed a t as being  em pty  o r an  em pty  tub being 
guessed as full. 

The M eddling T im e Traveller 
by Tim Groome

"Roger, m y boy, fo rg e t s c ie n c e  fiction -  Mills 
& B oon is w h e re  th e  rea l m oney  is!''* 
*With apologies to Rog Peyton & Andromeda



continuedcontinued.
From  Rog Peyton: 
Uncut & U ned ited

The following is submitted for inclusion in the BSFG  
newsletter -  uncu t and unchanged ( if  you wish to 
edit -  please agree changes with m e first) and provi­
ding that any editorial comments are kept to the end 
o f  the letter and not interspersed rudely throughout.1 
So here I a m  -  w ith  tru s ty  typew riting  finger 
pointed ready to do battle  and defend m y  m outh  just 
as M r H ard-up ‘predicted’ in the last newsletter. 
G osh, Dave, bu t th a t was dam ned  clever o f you — 
have you ever thought o f giving a talk to  the group 
on how you can control the m inds of o ther people?

I m ust claim  to being guilty  to the accusation by  
our tru s ty  editor tha t I have a closed m in d  w here the 
subject o f dowsing is concerned. D ow sing gets 
classified by  m e  in  the sam e league as ‘ M arilyn  
M onroe is alive and well and w orking  as a N anny in 
Jersey’, ‘ G iant cockroaches ate m y  baby daughter for 
breakfast’, ‘ World w ar II bom bers photographed on 
the M oon?’ a n d ‘ I was kidnapped and  forced to have 
sex every n ight w ith 8ft aliens’. D espite the c la im  by 
M r H ard-up, one shou ldn’t go through life w ith an 
open m ind all the tim e. Soon you have to  m ake a 
decision as to your ow n viewpoint on a given subject. 
T he statem ent that ‘ SF fans, o f all people, should be 
open to all such ideas’2 is pathetic. No w onder people 
outside the SF field categorise us w ith all the nut 
cults. At an  early age we are told that tw o plus tw o 
equals four. We accept that and get on w ith  the rest of 
our lives. Hopefully, we go through life w ith  an  open 
m ind to NEW  ideas. We don’t (unless we w ant to 
dither our way through life) keep an open m in d  to old 
ideas already proven w rong, or so triv ial as to be 
pointless. D o I know  that dowsing doesn’t work? C an 
I prove it?3 O ne m igh t as well ask w hether I know  
M arilyn M onroe is dead. Have 1 seen the body? D o  1 
know all the N annies in Jersey?

I’m  also accused o f rudeness to ou r speaker. 
M ichael G uest gave an  interesting talk (for which 1 
publicly thanked  h im , you m ay  rem em ber). It is 
possible to find som eth ing  in teresting but to  disagree 
w ith it entirely. If  I had. found it un in teresting , I 
would have crept dow nstairs to the bar w here several 
m em bers had already congregated4. W alking out on a 
speaker is rudeness; staying and argu ing  is not. W hat 
I found so com pletely frustrating  was that he refused 
to participate in any  experim ent or offer a n y ‘ p roo f’ 
other than his c la im  that he, too, had been a 
disbeliever bu t had been  converted to the cause 
(hallelujah!). Was the evening in tended to  be  a 
lecture? A presentation of irrefutable facts? Was the 
audience not expected to argue or question? Should 
we all have sat in  awe, m arvelling  at these w onderful 
‘ new'’ theories opening  our m inds to the cosm ic  all? 
Wow! C om e back Shaver M ysteries, Velikovsky and 
von D aniken -  science fiction needs you! B ullshit 
was the word I used at the m eeting  and  bullsh it is the 
w ord I use now.

A fter the m eeting  I asked w hat the talk had to do

w ith  SF . And the answ er has to b e ‘ N othing!’. By SF 
I m ean the field of im aginative  literature we profess 
to  be interested in. N ot once did the  speaker relate his 
talk to the literature o f SF . Saying th a t dow sing is an  
aspect of the parano rm al and  that o ther aspects o f the 
p arano rm al -  telepathy or telekinesis, to quote tw o of 
the m ore ‘ acceptable’ ‘ ta len ts’ — are  used  in science 
fiction, does not constitute a science fic tion  talk. 
Neither, for that m atter, would a ta lk  on robotics, 
biology or space travel — all ‘ real’ science fictional 
subjects by anyone’s standards -  unless direct 
references to the literature of SF w ere m ade  du ring  
the talk. T hey  would m ere ly  be educational lectures. 
A nd that is m y  biggest objection to this ty p e  of 
p rog ram m e item.

Lastly, I was ra ther su rprised  at ou r ed ito r’s totally  
insincere ‘ thank-you’ to m e in th e  last newsletter. 
W hy claim  to m ake m e  anonym ous, call m e  M r P 
Take and  th e n ‘ th an k ’ m e for helping to a rran g e  the 
next few m onths talks for the Group? If a th an k  you 
was intended wouldn’t it have been  m ore  sincere  to 
put it elsewhere in the new 'sletter and  actually  use m y 
real nam e? T he anonym ity  c la im  w as, to use a well- 
reasoned reply, a load of bollocks5.

1. All of the contributions in this Newsletter are published 
uncut and unedited. I suppose that editorial comments 
interspersed throughout could be considered in the same 
light as comments made during a lecture -  but you 
obviously don't find those rude, do you. . . Actually, it is 
those comments which brighten up the rather wearisome 
chore of transcribing hundreds of words of copy! But the 
alternative to adding them where they are relevant is 
what I am doing now; I prefer the former, but if other 
contributors also object I am happy to oblige.
2. You omitted the end of my sentence, I notice.
3. If you don't know, what is this all about?! Of course you 
can prove that it does work, if you take the trouble to 
accompany a dowser.
4. Obviously Wendell has a different memory of the 
occasion!
5. I quite agree with your verdict on your anonymity! 
(Sorry I offended you.) This was merely an attempt to 
lighten the mood, and obviously everyone would see 
through it. Therefore my 'thank you' was completely 
sincere, and I repeat it here on behalf of the Committee.

Saturday 21 July: Brian Aldiss
Saturday 28 July: M ike  Scott Rohan 
Saturday 4 August: S im on Green. Who is Simon 
Green? Well, he's been a customer of Andromeda 
Bookshop for some 12 years, and has been trying 
to sell novels for 10. Then he sold six in a week!! 
First to Ace in America, then to Headline here.
Saturday 11 or 18 August (to be confirmed): Terry  
Pratchett and illustrator Josh Kirby, to sign 
the new Discworld novel, Eric.

Also in August: Mary Gentle. to sign Rats and  
Gargoyles.
Please check with Andromeda for more details 
(643 1999).



_______________ continued. ..

F r o m  M ich ae l Guest, b . a . ,  f . r . a . s . :  
A Response

[Michael Guest has seen a copy of Wendell's letter, but 
prefers to limit his comments to the behaviour and 
manners of (some of) the audience at his talk and to the 
record of dowsing in general.]
D ear David,
In response to your request for a few words on 
dow sing, I should like to  thank  you for your rem arks  
in  the BG N  subsequent to m y  visit. I thought I was 
co m in g  to talk  to people w ith m inds unburdened by 
the  shackles of convention, and  I th ink  m ost o f your 
audience were. O n the m any  occasions I have spoken 
on dow sing — in universities, clubs, schools, business 
groups, scientific societies, health groups — I have 
som etim es encountered people who d isagreed w ith 
m e but not a single one who chose to talk in a loud 
voice to his neighbour w hile I was speaking. A gain, 
ou r little A m erican  friend has the right to his 
opinion, but I have to say that he screwed up the 
p roceedings for the rest o f the audience and  m ade it 
im possib le for m e to  give you what was intended to 
becom e a light-hearted  and hopefully  am using  
account o f m y  adventures.

In his book World o f  Strange Powers, A rth u r C. 
C larke and his team  investigate dowsing am ong  a 
n u m b er o f subjects verging on the parano rm al. In 
passing  they  m ention  m y  own group, West M idland 
D ow sers, and poke som e m ild  fun at the British 
Society o f D ow sers, w hich is taken in good part.

T hey  review som e o f the very large body of 
anecdotal evidence for dowsing, which is reasonably 
im pressive, and go into som e o f the scientific  aspects. 
A n account is given o f s o m e  'te s ts ’ in A ustralia set up 
b y  people who are h ighly sure of their pa rticu la r 
parad igm . T he  dowsers do not em erge very well 
from  these tests, w hich did not consist o f finding  
w ater w here it was needed to preserve h u m a n  life 
w hen no-one else had succeeded. Instead, it had them  
try in g  to discover w hether any  w ater w as flow ing 
through specially buried  pipes and w hether there 
w ere gold nuggets buried  in boxes.

However, a fter the sceptics had had the ir laugh the 
results w ere analysed properly and in the w ater test 
the dowsers had scored twice as high as chance.

In his concluding rem arks  C larke says: "every  tim e 
a scientific  dem onstra tion  (sic) is arranged , the 
p e rfo rm ance  of dow sers . . .  is noth ing  be tte r than  
chance" (forgetting his ow n analysis o f the 
A ustra lian  results which show the contrary!), but 
goes on to rate dow sing as "+ 2  — Possible; w orth 
investigating".

Interestingly C larke gives M aledictions a score of 
" + 4  -  H ighly probable", w hich leads m e to postulate 
the  th eo ry  that dow sers fail because o f the  
an tagon ism  of people who would like them  to  -  
evidence for which I could adduce from  m y  talk to 
the  BSFG!

My a im  is to suspend the arrogance  o f m y  own 
rational prejudices and seek to  understand by  w hat 
‘ laws’ th is faculty works. I look for signs o f p a tte rn  
and  I pay it the com plim ent and  courtesy  o f  not 
accusing  it o f lying or deceit w hen it canno t o r will 
not operate. I do not expect it to conform  to any  
unprovable 'sc ien tific ’ assertion tha t every th ing  in the 
universe m ust be repeatable, quantifiab le, graspable, 
falsifiable. It is as w ayward as the  h u m an  beings o f 
which it is a part. T hat is the  fascination w hich I 
w ished to share  w ith you. T hose in the audience who 
have had personal experience of dowsing know  that it 
canno t be  taken  away by  boors.

How environmentally conscious' are you? The 
Committee is thinking of getting a representative of 
a group such as Friends of the Earth to speak to 
us: but would this lead to more complaints of ''What 
has alt this got to do with science fiction?" -  ?
We think it's obvious. The future of our planet is a 
recurring theme of SF and it is also the concern of 
environmentalists -  as it should be of all of us. 
David Brin's latest novel, Earth, is an ideal example 
of how all of today's trends can be extrapolated 
into the not-too-distant future. However, as I said 
last month, if you have other ideas, speak now or 
forever hold your,,.

WRITERS OF THE  
FU TU R E  C O N TEST
Sponsored by L, Ron Hubbard's organisation, this 
contest is 'an international search for new and 
amateur writers of new short stories or novelets of 
science fiction or fantasy'. All awards are 
adjudicated by professional writers, and prizes of 
$1000, $ 750  and $ 500  are offered every three 
months, plus an Annual Grand Prize of $4000.
If you would like more information, write to:
W riters of the Future Contest,
78  Holmethorpe Avenue,
Redhill, Surrey RH1 2NL

NEW MEMBERS
June:
We have been joined by Marika Xiaris, who lives in 
Hall Green (just round the corner from me. I see), is 
17, and heard of us from Andromeda when Terry 
Pratchett was speaking. Marika likes all fantasy, 
including Tolkien (so Hall Green is a good place to 
be), Terry Pratchett, Douglas Adams, etc.
From July:
With memberships starting this month we have 
Druin Burch, who is ageless and lives at Moseley, 
heard of us via an Andromeda leaflet, and likes 
Orson Scott Card, 'soft' SF writing SF and literary 
criticism of SF and fantasy. Also Mohammed Tariq, 
who is 22, lives at Sparkhill, also saw us in an 
Andromeda leaflet, and likes Barrington Bayley, 
Arthur C. Clarke and Isaac Asimov.
Welcome to all of the above, and please do 
introduce more new members if you can.



At Iast  In answer to the Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles and such, Tim 
Groome offers some genuine British  
Superheroes , . .



Y o u  w r ite
continuedcontinued...

The Long an d  S h o rt o f  Brum  
Group M eetings  
by Vernon B row n

D ear Dave,
W hile  I enjoyed the con ten t o f  D avid B rin ’s talk  at 
the last m eeting  its du ra tion , like m ost if  not all 
BSFG p ro g ram m e item s, was far too long at tw o 
hours plus, even including  a break,
1. T h e  m a x im u m  h u m a n  atten tion  span for a talk  is 
a round 45-50 m inu tes, w hich is why un iversity  
lectures take about 50 m inu tes  and  secondary  school 
periods are usually 40 m inu tes long. M uch m o re  than 
this and  reaction sets in , although  a short question / 
answ er session will revive in terest tem porarily .
2. A good speaker should be able to put across the 
essentials o f his talk , in an  in teresting  m anner, in no 
m ore than  50 m inutes. If he [/she?) canno t then 
either he is a bad  speaker o r the subject m a tte r is not 
suitable for a s tandard  ta lk /m e e tin g  such as those 
held by  the BSFG in the past. Alternatively, o f course, 
a good speaker has been requested to spread his talk 
over a longer than  usual tim e  and  has, again st his 
better judgem ent, done so.
3. W ith n o ‘ en d -tim e ’ to  a im  for the best o f speakers 
m ay  well tend to extend h is  talk  lest he give less 
‘m easu re ’ than  that expected  by  his audience. O n the 
o ther hand , the audience, unless absolutely rivetted 
by the  speaker, will tend tow ards less interest in the 
talk , le s s ‘how  is he going to tie it all together?’ and 
will often s ta r t w ondering  w hen he  will finish.
4. A fu rth er disadvantage o f no  end-tim e is that the 
talk w ill slowly m erge in to  an  in fo rm al q u e s t i o n  
and answer session. Being uncon tro lled  this w ill often 
becom e a m a tte r of individuals frantically  th ink ing  
of som e question to ask so tha t th e  speaker w on’t feel 
slighted, o r becom e a series o f dialogues betw een 
speaker and  individuals in th e  audience, often w ith 
chunks o f ‘ sidetrack ing’ th row n  in.

Incidentally, the foregoing points are not ju s t m y 
own opinions, as a g lance at any  relevant 
com m unications  text will show. T he following are 
m ore so, being  m ore  specifically  fandom -inclined, 
a lthough discussions w ith  o ther fans show th a t they 
agree w ith them ; trouble is that, like  m e, they  have 
voted w ith  the ir fe e t . . .

T h e  BSFG exists to prom ote  in terest in SF -  
however one defines the  genre  — by holding regu lar 
m eetings at w hich fans can m eet and  talk. But when 
can  they  do th is? T he  b reak  in the talk  is not suitable 
for obvious reasons, and  th e re  is little tim e afterw ards 
w hen the Bar closes an d  the  last tra ins and  buses 
depart at 11.00pm, at w hich tim e  in any  case such 
jou rneys can be  quite dicey. It’s OK, if one is a no n ­
drink ing , car-ow n ing  person  or, perhaps, a 
m isan th ro p e , bu t fru stra tin g  for the  rest. A nd it 
doesn’t help new com ers any  — I rem em b er years ago 
w hen new com ers left a fte r the talk  fin ished  at 
9.15pm  and  we w orried  about it; now they  have no 
choice!

T h is  po in t is illustrated by  conventions: it’s the 
keen new com ers who attend  all the p rogram m e item s
-  the older fans choose w hat they a ttend and spend 
the rest o f the tim e  circulating  la s  in 'the whirling pit'?). 
But the  system  does allow the neo’s to graduate as 
they ‘ learn  the ropes’; there  is little tim e for this a t 
BSFG m eetings. In fact the choice is d im inished by  
the fact that m an y  of the older G roup m em bers 
a ttend only rarely  if  at all. So w here will the 
in fo rm ed  new fan blood com e from ?

My final po in t concerns the finances of the BSFG 
as well as the interests o f its m em bers. We have a 
diversity  o f  speakers who are  not all o f interest to  all 
G roup m em bers. If  m em b ers  know  that a speaker 
will fin ish  about 9.15pm then, even if  they are  not 
interested in the speaker they  m ay  well tu rn  up, and 
pay, in  order to m ee t friends for would they turn up a t 
9.15 and expec t not to pay a s  they did not see  the 
speaker -  ?). If, on the o ther hand, they know that 
this w ill probably not be possible, they will not 
attend. I know  several in this category, insofar as Pat 
and I a re  concerned  the B rum  G roup is about the 
only  tim e  that we go out but nowadays it has to be 
som eth ing  (potentially) good to get us there and we 
often ju s t don’t take the risk o f a disappointing 
evening.

So, in short, let’s get back to the old, interesting and 
inform ative  socialising BSFG that we all loved before 
it’s too  late and the G roup drifts into oblivion.

In Aprii th is  y ear, David L angford  an d  John G ran t 
lau n ch ed  a n  a p p ea l (called 'M J-B alls') in re s p o n se  
to  w h a t th e y  s aw  a s  "an  a tte m p te d  u se  o i our 
b e lo v ed  lega l s y s te m  to s u p p re s s  d issenting

■ opinion in a  p u rp o r ted  scien tific  d ebate" . T h e re  is 
no t s p a c e  h e re - to  explain  th e  w hole m atter, but 
briefly, M J-12 or 'M ajestic -12 ' r e f e r s  to  su p p o sed ly  
le a k e d  U S  g o v e rn m en t p a p e r s  on  a  UFO w hich 
c ra s h e d  in N ew  M exico in 1947. In O c to b e r  19 8 9  a  
lead ing  U S  p ro m o te r of this. S ta n to n  F riedm an w a s  
due  to  give a  talk  on it in :M an ch es te r , and  UFO 
re s e a rc h e r  Je n n y  R an d le s   c o n ta c te d  the  
M a n ch este r  Evening N e w s, which publicised this, 
vigorously  d isputing  th e  M J-I2  is su e s

T he: only  national n e w sp a p e r  to  repo rt T he  
F riedm an  th e o r ie s  w a s  (surprise!) The S u n d a y  
Sport, w hich m isq u o ted  J en n y ’s  com m en ts. T he  
resu lt: w a s  a  law  suit, b ro u g h t by  Friedm an an d  
m eeting  p ro m o te r H arry  Harris!

F ive-figure  su m s  h av e  b e e n  ta lk ed  about, d u e  to  
th e  'd a m a g e  to  F riedm an 's  scien tific  reputation '. 
T h e  ap p ea l, th e re fo re , is  to  a id  J e n n y  in w hat could 
b e  a n  e x p e n s iv e  a s  well a s  highly unfair ac tion ,

  e v en  if s e tt le d  out of court. A Mail o r d e r  Auction is 
being  held, with d o n a te d  item s  of artw ork , first 
ed itions, o th e r  bo o k s, e tc ., e tc . if you  w ish to  
d o n a te  o r  p u rc h a s e  an y th in g  to  aid th is appea l, 
p le a s e  w rite  A .S .A .P to;
M.J - B a l lS j  9 4  London Road, Reading, 
B erkshire RG15AU
["W hat h a s  th is to  d o  w ith S F ? "  Do yo u  c a re? ]
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Do YOU have anything to 
advertise?

Enclosed with this Newsletter you should 
find a flyer advertising four new prints by 
leading SF/fantasy artist and illustrator 
Tim  W hite. These are beautiful works 
when seen in colour, and excellent value 
at only £1.99 each plus postage & pack­
ing.
However, for the genuine connoisseur or 
collector, a limited edition of 250 of each, 
signed and numbered, will also be 
available at £15.00 each. Anyone who has 
already bought a standard print may 
purchase one of these limited editions @ 
only £13.00 inclusive of p&p.
If interested, or for more details, please 
write to the address on the Order Form.

F o r an y o n e  liv in g  in  o r  v is itin g  th e  L e ic e s te r 
a rea , b e  s u re  to  v is it S tep h an  M o r t im e r ’s

M ISSIO N  CONTROL
282 A ylestone R oad , L e ice s te r L E 2  7 Q T  

(phone 0533 440573)

SUPERMAN 19
How do you produce the labels for your 
favourite videos? Biro? Felt pen? Or do 

you fiddle for hours with Letraset? 
Now you can have professional looking 
labels; just write out the information that 
you want. Also labels for other purposes, 

letterheads, business cards, etc., etc., 
which you can have photocopied in small 
quantities, or printed in bulk. Special low 

rates for Brum Group members. Ring

T H E  V E R Y  S M A L L  
P R IN T E R
021 111 1802

C R IT IC A L WAVE
is the leading British Science Fiction & 

Fantasy Review.
It is published every two months by 
Steve Green and Martin Tudor, and is 

available by annua! subscription of £5.00 
Send your subscription, or £1.50 for a 

sample copy, to:
Critical Wave Publications, 24A Beech 

Road, Bowes Park, London N11 2DA

Proxim a’s P lanet is a fine art print by 
David A. Hardy, published in the USA by 
Novagraphics at $75.00 in a signed, 
limited edition of 750. It shows the 
dramatic landscape of a hypothetical 
planet of the nearest star (apart from the 
Sun -  remember that?), and measures 17" 
x 27", plus a white border.
A few copies are still available at only 
£15.00 (signed but not numbered), from 
either Androm eda Bookshop or direct 
from the artist.
And don't forget the book, containing the 
work of around 70 space artists, in which 
this first appeared: Visions of Space  by 
David A. Hardy (Dragon’s World, 176 
pages in full colour, £16.95).

!!!COMING N E X T  MONTH!! 
Don't miss next month’s mind- 

boggling exclusive in The Brum 
Group News, entitled: 

"Prominent Brum Group Member 
forced to have sex on Jersey with 
Marilyn Monroe's Nanny by giant 
alien cockroaches; gives birth to 

8 -ft daughter in World War II 
bomber on Moon."



JOPHAN REPORT #34________
The Nebula Award winners for 1989 have 
just been announced. These prestigious 
awards are voted on by the Science Fiction 
Writers of America each year. The winners 
for 1989 are Best Novel The Healer's War 
by Elizabeth Anne Scarborough (Doubleday/ 
Foundation) ; Best Novella "Mountains of 
Mourning1* by Lois McMaster Bujold (Analog* 
Borders of Infinity) ; Best Novelette "At 
the Rialto" by Connie Willis (Omni, The 
Microverse) and Best Short Story "Ripples 
in the Dirac Sea" by Geoffrey A Landis 
(Asimov's).

The 1990 Australian SF (Ditmar) Awards 
have also just been announced. Best Aust­
ralian Long Fiction Lake of the Sun by 
Wynne Whiteford ; Best Australian Short 
Fiction "The Quiet Redemption of Andy the 
House" by Terry Dowling ; Best Fanzine 
"Ethel the Aardvark" from Alan Stewart 
(beating “Australian SF Review by one vote, 
ASFR is published by 'The Collective', who 
were most peeved to be beaten so narrowly
- especially when they discovered that one 
of their number had forgotten to vote!) ; 
Best Fanwriter was a tie between Bruce 
Gillespie and Ian Gunn and Best Fanartist 
was Ian Gunn.

The results of several fan funds have 
also been announced. The winner of this 
years GUFF race is Roman Orszanski who 
will be travelling up from Australia to 
ConFiction, the ftorld SF Convention in the 
Netherlands. The winner of DUFF this year, 
Greg Turkich, will be travelling from 
Australia to attend the NASFIC in San 
Diego, USA, Finally CUFF (the Canadian 
Unity Fan Fund which aims to encourage 
communication and cooperation between 
distant fan communities in Canada) has 
been won by Ottawa fan Paul Valcour, who 

will attend Canvention 10/Con Version VII 
in Calgary, Alberta this month.

The penultimate "The Intermediate 
Reptile" reports that the ATom Appeal 
(which was organised to raise money for 
the family and widow of fan artist Arthur 
'ATom* Thomson) has passed over just under 
£2800 to Mrs Olive Thomson. The money 
raised on the ATom Day being supplemented 
by donations from Eastcon, Michael 
Moorcock and others as well as an auction 
at the US convention Cor flu in New York. 
The next issue of "The Intermediate 
Reptile" (#11) will be the last as the

News and Gossip from the world of 
Science Fiction, this month consisting of 
Martin Tudor's famed Jophan Report.
If YOU have any information of interest, 
please send or 'phone it in to the Editor.

team responsible concentrates on producing 
the convention newsletter for ConFiction if 
the success TIR is anything to go by "The 
Reptile" should be well worth reading.

Stephen Gallagher's novel Chimera 
will finally hit British screens in August, 

after lengthy delays and fears that 
producers Zenith might cancel due to the 
success of the BBC serial First Born, which 
touches on broadly similar themes. The tv 
version will be networked on 17 and 24 
August, in one-hour episodes either side 
of the 10pm ITN news. The clash with this 
year's world science fiction convention in 
Holland may cause headaches for fans 
without access to video recorders.

Finally don’t forget to support some 
of the conventions in Birmingham this year. 
The British Fantasy Society have announced 
that Fantasycon XV will be held yet again 
at the Midland Hotel, New Street cm the 
weekend 14-16th of September. US Guest 
of Honour is Joe R Lansdale, UK GoH is 
Stephen Gallagher and John M Ford will be 
Master of Ceremonies. Full attending 
membership is £14 (or just £12 for British 
Fantasy Society members). Details from 
Fantasycon XV, 15 Stanley Road, Morden, 
Surrey, SM4 5DE. A couple of months later 
you have the 20 th anniversary of 
Birmingham's own sf convention Novacon. 
On the weekend of 9 - 11th of November 
Novacon 20 will be celebrating both it's 
own twentieth anniversary and the sixtieth 
anniversary of British fandom at the 
Excelsior Hotel, Coventry Road (near the 
NEC). Guest of Honour will be Dr Jack 
Cohen. £15 Attending until the end of 
September, when postal applications close. 
Book early as numbers will be limited. 
Contact Bernie Evans, 121 Cape H ill, 
Smethwick, Warley, West Midlands, B66 4SH,

AMD FINALLY. . .
We have heard  from  reliable sources that Walt W illis 
and  J im  W hite have com pleted a sequel to  The 
Enchanted Duplicator, w ith  the  em phasis o n  the 
perfect convention ra the r than  fanz ine!

As Dave Langford puts it: "It is ra ther like h earin g  
that John Bunyan has com pleted a sequel to Pilgrim ’s 
Progress in w hich he reveals that Scientology is the 
one tru e  w ay .,

T h e  JOPHAN REPORT, o f course, * borrow ed’ its 
title from  the m a in  character in The Enchanted 
Duplicator. (If all o f the above sounds like G re ek  to 
new er m em bers , I suggest that you buy a d r in k  for 
one o f the ‘o lder’ fans and  get initiated in to  the 
esoterica of fandom  and  fa n z in e s .. .



H ow  to Review 
S c ien c e  F ic tio n  

Books
Book A ll books  reviewed here by m em bers were provided 

by th e  publishers, w h o  receive a copy o f  th is 
N ew sletter. M em bers m ay keep review  copies (o r m ay 
donate  them  as Raffle o r A uction  items. . .)

I. R e e d h a m Reviews Please keep reviews to  u n d er 150 w ords unless 
instructed  o therw ise. D eadline fo r reviews: a t least 
tw o weeks before next G ro u p  meeting.

HE B A R S OOM P R O J E C T  by L a r r y  N i v e n  & S t e p h e n  B a rn e s ;  Pan; 3 3 7  p a ge s ;  £ 7 , 9 9  Ige p / b a c k ,R e v i e w e d  by Caro l  Mo rt o n .

The p r oj e c t  of the titl e  is the p r o p o s e d  t e r r a f o r m i n g  of M a r s  b y  C o w l e s  I n d u s t r i e s  and thei r  p a r t n e r s  F a l l i n g  

Angel - a z e ro  6 ha bi t a t,  The U n i t e d  M o s l e m  A c t i v i s t  Front, a t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  are s u s p e c t e d  of b e i n g  

b e h i n d  a t tempts to d i s c r e d i t  C o wl e s  I n d u s t r i e s  and so h a l t  t h e  p r oj e c t,  The bulk of t h e  n o vel c o n c e r n s  a “Fat  

R i p p e r” game t a ki n g  p l a c e  in D r e a m Park, a n d  c e n t r e s  on E v ia n e ,  O n  her f i rst v i s i t  to D re am  P a r k E v i a n e  

u n w i t t i n g l y  b e c a m e  e n t a n g l e d  in o n e  of U .M ,A ,F ,'s ploys, a n d  s h o t  a m a n  w i t h  a real g u n, i n s t e a d  of o n e  of D r e a m  

P a r k ' s  gadgets, k i l l i n g  h i m . The p l o y  to b r i n g  d o w n  C o w l e s  I n d u s t r i e s  fails, b u t  E v i a n e  is b a c k  to e x o r c i s e  her 

p e r s o n a l  night m ar e ,  D r e a m  Park is so p l a u s i b l e  it's a s h a m e  it d o e s n ' t  e x i s t  in r e ality, and this s t o r y  lives 

up to its p r ed e c e s s o r ,  full of a c ti o n  a n d  f a n t a s y  and l a r g e r - t h a n - l i f e  c h a r a c t e r s  and s i t u a t i o n s .  A l l - i p - a l l  an 

e x c e l l e n t  e s c a p i s t  yarn.

Carl Lewi s  h a d  an idea, As a s o f t w a r e  e n g i n e e r  he t h o u g h t  h i s  n e w  i n v e n t i o n  to r e p l a c e  the p r i n t e d  p a g e  was 

just w h at  the w o r l d  n e ed e d .  To B u n k e r  B o o k s  it w a s  the l i f e l i n e  t h at  th ey  n e e d e d  to st ay  in b u s i n e s s ,  a n d  w h e n  

T a r a n t u l a  E n t e r p r i s e s  l e ar n t  of Carl L e w i s ' s  i n v e n t i o n  t h ey  j u s t  h a d  to  h a v e  it, B e n  B o v a  h a s  t a k e n  a s a t i r i c a l  

look a t  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of f u t u r e  p u b l i s h i n g ,  p r o d u c i n g  a v e r y  w i t t y  story, I n to  th is  ta le  is w o v e n  a s e r i e s  

of u n e x p l a i n e d  m u r d e r s , a n d  the b a t t l e  b e t w e e n  T a r a n t u l a  E n t e r p r i s e s  a n d  B u n k e r  B o o k s  for the c o n t r o l  of 

cy be r b oo k s .  T h e  w h ol e  i d ea  of the e l e c t r o n i c  book has b e e n  w e ll  t h o u g h t  out, a n d  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  for the 

p u b l i s h i n g  i n d u s t ry  s h o u l d  be t a ken s e ri o u sl y ,  B e n  B o v a  h a s  o n c e  a g a i n  w r i t t e n  an a w a r d  w i n n i n g  book,

D A R K  V O IC E S  Ed by S t e p h e n  Jone s  &  C l a r e n c e  P a ge t ;  P a ges 3 4 8  p a ges; £ 3 , 9 9  p a pe r b a c k .  R e v i e w e d  b y  M i c h a e l  Jones.

Dark Voices is a c o m m e m o r a t i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  of t h i r t e e n  (is t h at  s i g n i f i c a n t ? )  s t o r i e s  fr om  the p a g e s  of t h ir t y  

ye a r s  of The Fan Book o f  Horror S tories. C o n s i d e r i n g  t h at  th ey  a r e  s u p p o s e d  to be c l a s s i c  t a l e s  I f o u n d  the 

s e l e c t i o n  s u r p r i s i n g l y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g ,  the o n l y  two r e a l l y  g o o d  s t o r i e s  b e i n g  “The S t r e e t s  of A s h k e l o n "  b y  H a rr y  

H a r r i s o n  and " T he  E m i s s a r y "  by R a y  B r a d b u r y  - SF w r i t e r s  both. T h e  re st  lack t h at  q u a l i t y  of i n v e n t i v e n e s s  and 

i m a g i n at i o n  w h i c h  t r a n s f o r m  the c o m m o n p l a c e  into the h o r r i f i c ,  and e v e n  w h e r e  a s u r p r i s e  e n d i n g  h a s  b e e n  

a t t e m p t e d  the final denouement is so p r e d i c t a b l e  that is loses the c a p a c i t y  to f r i g h t e n  T w o  or thre e  s t or i e s  

ha ve  a twist w h i c h  is a m u s i n g  e n o u g h  to b e  b r i e f l y  i n t e r e st i n g,  but for the m o s t  p a r t  r e a d i n g  th is  c o l l e c t i o n  

is an empty and u l t i m a t e l y  b o r i n g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I c a n n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e c o m m e n d  it,

TH E  D A Y  THE M A R T I A N S  C A M E by F r e d e r i c k  Pohl; G r a f t o n ;  3 0 0  pages; £ 3 , 5 0  p a pe r b ac k .  R e v i e w e d  by A l J o h n s t o n

T h i s  s atirical nove l  is a i m e d  f i rm l y  at us h e r e  on Earth, C o n s t r u c t e d  fr om  a s e r i e s  of s h o r t  s t or i e s  d a t i n g  

back as far as 1967, it d e a l s  w i t h  the d i s c o v e r y  of i n t e l l i g e n t  life on Mars d u r i n g  the last t h ro e s  of a 

d i s a s t e r - s t r u c k  e x p l o r a t i o n  m i ssion, M i s u n d e r s t o o d  a n d  m a r g i n a l i s e d ,  the M a r t i a n s  b e c o m e  a b a c k - d r o p  a g a i n s t  

w h i c h  H u ma n k in d  p l ay s  o u t  its f a v o u r i t e  a c ti v i t i e s ,  c h i e f l y  r i p p i n g  e a c h  o t her off like crazy, S i n g l e d  o u t  for 

a t t e n t i o n  are the c u lt i s ts ,  m o no m a n i a c s ,  U F O  frauds, in ge n u e  s c i e n t i s t s  and, of c ourse, p o l i t i c i a n s , T h e  s a t i r e  

is g e n t l e  and u n d e r s t a t e d  rather th an  p o i n t e d l y  v i cious, end the g e ne r a l  e f fe c t  is q u i e t l y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  r a th e r  

th an  u p ro a rious, n e v e r t h e l e s s , t h i s  is well w o r t h  reading,

THE S T A RT  OF T H E  END OF IT ALL by C a rol E m s h w i l l e r ;  T h e  W o m e n ' s  Press; 163 pp; £ 4 . 9 5  p/b, R e v  b y  C h r i s  Morgan,

For me, one of the h i g h l i g h t s  of the L i v e r p o o l  E a s t e r c o n  w a s  m e e t i n g  Caro l  E m s h w i l l e r ,  and i n c l u d i n g  her on a 

panel I chaired, a b o u t  Wr it e r s'  W o rk s h op s ,  o n  w h i c h  s u bj e c t  s h e  g a v e  s o m e  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  p e r c e p t i v e  a n swers, 

T h i s  book of h e r s  is a c o ll e c t i o n ;  e i g h t e e n  s ubtle, p o l i s h e d ,  i d io s y n c r a t i c  st or i e s,  m a i n l y  r e p r i n t e d  f r o m  SF 

m a ga z i ne s ,  T h ey  rang e  f r o m  the f a m i l i ar  b u t  a m b i g u o u s  "S ex  a n d / o r  Mr M o r r i s o n "  f r o m  H a r l a n  E l l i s o n ' s  Dangerous 
Visions t h rough SF and f a n t a s y  and s u r r e a l i s m  and h o r r o r  to the t o t a l l y  u n c l a s s i f i a b l e ,  It's i n t e r e s t i n g  that, 

d e s p i t e  the g r e a t  d i v e r s i t y  here, E m s h w i l l e r ' s  g e n t l e  h u m o u r  a n d  s u c c i n c t n e s s  p r o v i d e  the u n i f o r m i t y  of styl e  

th at  all go od  s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n s  s h o u l d  p o ss e s s,  T h is  is a s p a r k l i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  by a w r i t e r ' s  w riter,

CY B E R B 0 OKS by B e n  B o v a ; M a nd a r in ;  2 3 3  pages; £ 3 , 5 0  p a pe r b ac k , R e v i e w e d  by C h r i s  C h i v e rs
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T H E  D R O U G H T  by J G B a l l a r d ;  Pa la d i n;  220 pages; £ 3 , 9 9  p a p e r b a c k

THE U N L I M I T E D  D R E AM C O M P A N Y  by J G B a l l a r d ;  P a la d i n;  159 pages; £ 3 , 9 9  p a p e r b a c k .  R e v i e w e d  by W i l l i a m  A M c Ca b e

I c a m e  to th is  r e v i e w  w i t h  a few p r e - c o n c e p t i o n s  base d  on w h a t  I h a d  b e e n  to ld  a b o u t  B a l l a r d  by othe r  readers, 

I h a d  b e e n  led to b e l i e v e  that t h e s e  b o o k s  w o u l d  be s o m e h o w  " u n u s u a l "  or " d i f f i cu l t ",  I f a i l e d  to find any of 

this in e i th e r  n o vel, T h is  is not t o t a l l y  r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l ,  b u t  on the o t he r  h a n d  it isn't e x a c t l y  a t o ta l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  a p pr o a c h ,  B o t h  b o o k s  h a v e  a d e f i n i t e  c l a i m  on g e n r e  SF a n d  (if o n l y  b e c a u s e  of the Expire  o f  the Sun 
p l u g  on t h e  c o v e r )  m a i n s t r e a m  lit., a n d  will p r o b a b l y  sell to b o t h  ma rk e t s.  The U n lim ited  Dream Company seems 
to me to be the f a n t a s i e s  of a "mad m a n" ,  s u p p o s e d l y  from his o w n  p o in t  of view, b u t  the s t yl e  i n di c a te s  

s o m e t h i n g  a l i tt l e  m o r e  c l i n i c a l  (I s u s p e c t  a lot of i n d i r e ct  lifts fr om  Ju ng  or F r eud), M a n y  of the ideas and 

i m ag e s  s o u n d  like th ey  c a m e  s t r a i g h t  f r om  a p s yc h o l o g y  m a nu a l  ( w a l k i n g  n a k e d  t h r o u g h  town, flying, etc,) The 

i n ternal i n c o n s i s t e n c y  of the pl ot  s e e m s  to r e i n f o r c e  the i n s a n i t y  idea ( a l t h o u g h  m o st  of the book seems to be 

f l as h b a c k  from the f i r s t  ch ap t e r,  it d o e s n ' t  r e a l l y  fit t o wa r d  the e n d  or after), The Drought will p r o b a b l y  be 
c l a i m e d  as so me  e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s t  o b j e c t  as it deal s  w i t h  a d y s t o p ic  f u t u r e  r e s u l t i n g  from " p o l l u t i o n  of the 

sea", b u t  as the g i m m i c k  is ill t h o u g h t  o u t  and mo st  of the book d e a l s  wi th  the s o ci a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of a long 

te rm  ( w o r l d - w i d e ? )  d r o u g h t,  I c o n s i d e r  this l a rg e l y  i rrelevant. T h e  idea is that s o m e  of the p o l l u t a n t s  in the 

sea c o m b i n e  to fo rm  a m o n o m o l e c u l a r  layer on the s u rf a c e  of the w o r l d ' s  seas and o ceans, t h e r e b y  d i s r u p t i n g  the 

w e at h e r,  as a l t h o u g h  w a t e r  flow s  into t h e  sea it d o es n ' t  e v a p o r a t e  o u t  again. The o b v i o u s  f a u l t  is that t h is  is 

m a n a g e d  w i t h o u t  any a p p a r e n t  c h a n g e  in s e a - l e v e l  -i.e. the d r o u g h t  s h o u l d  a l so  be a flood), B o th  b o oks ere 

a d e q u a t e l y -  r a ther th an  wel l -wri t t en ,  the c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n ,  w h er e  it e x is ts, is m e di o c re .  The "Unlimited Dream 
Company c o n t a i n s  s e xu a l  r e fe r e n c e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  s u ggest that an a d u l t  s h o u l d  check it b e f o r e  p a s s i n g  it to a 
f i v e - y e a r  old,

T H E  F A C E  TH AT  M U S T  D I E by R a m s e y  C a m p b e l l ;  F u tura: 238 pages; £ 3 , 5 0  p a p e r b a c k . R e v i e w e d  by Chris M organ.

H o r r i d g e  is a s t r a n g e  y o u n g  m a n  w i t h  a c h i p  on h is s h o u l d e r  and a limp to his leg, l i vi n g  in p r es e n t  day 

L i ve r p o o l ,  H e 's  d a n g e r o u s l y  p a ra n o id ,  f e r v e n t l y  a n ti - g ay  and a n t i - d ru g s ,  It's a s u r p r i s e  th at  othe r  c h ar a c t e r s  

in the novel a r e n ' t  m a d  too, t h r o u g h  b e i n g  stuck in d e a d - e n d  jobs, c o o p e d  up in awful, n o i s y  flat s  and 

s u r r o u n d e d  by L i v e r p o o l  - dirty, d e p r e s s i n g  and g r a f f i t i - s c a r r e d ,  Wh a t  C a m p b e l l  is d o i n g  in this n o n ­
s u pe r n a t u r a l  s h o c k e r  is to i n di c t  s o c i e t y  for its t r e a t m e n t  of p e ople, The f i c t i o n a l i s e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  

e l e m e n t s  of the b o o k ' s  s e t t i n g  are b r a c k e t e d  by real a u t o b i o g r a p h y ,  i n c l u d i n g  an a m a z i n g l y  frank a ccount of 

C a m p b e l l ' s  c h i l d h o o d  - a h o r r o r  s t o r y  in its o w n  right, Th is  is a s t a r t l i n g  and t e r r i b l y  d e pr e s s i n g  book, 
c o m p l e t e l y  d e v o i d  of h e r o e s  or w i nners,

E n t i t l e d  Le S ilence de la  C ite  in the o r i g i n a l  F r ench, Tha S ile n t C ity  is the E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n .  It is al so  a 

f a sc i n a t i n g ,  p o s t - h o l o c a u s t  SF story, E l i s a  is the r e su l t  of a g e ne t i c  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  c a r r i e d  out in one of 

the u n d e r g r o u n d  ci ti e s ,  S / h e  b e c o m e s  c o n v i n c e d  of the evil of the p r o g r a m  th at  o r i g i n a t e d  her. and goes O u t s i d e  

to s w it c h  off all the ci ti e s .  T h en  s / h e  r e turns, Wi th  m o re  t w i s t s  than a snail shell, the s t or y  only starts 

there, T h o r o u g h l y  r e c o m m e n d e d  for a n y o n e  p r e p a r e d  to read w i t h  an o p e n  mind, (I w o n d e r  if it's even b e t t e r  in 

F r e n c h ? ).

T H E  S T A N D bv S t e p h e n  King; H o d d e r  S t ou g h t o n ;  1007 pages; £ 1 4 . 9 5  h a r d b a c k , R e v i e w e d  b y P a u l i n e M o rg a n

If y o u  are l o ok i n g  for a b r a n d  new, or e v en  revised, novel y o u  will be d i s a p p o i n t e d , The b o o k is e s s e n t i a lly 

the same as the 1973 e d ition, w i th  p a r t s  r e p l a c e d  that K i ng  o r i g i n a l l y  cut o u t  at the b e h e s t  of his editors. 

T h is  is why it is longer. O t h e r w i s e  all t h at  h a s  been do ne  is to b r i ng the d a t e  of the a c t i o n  f o rw a r d  a d e ca d e  

to 1990, It b e g i n s  w i t h  a p l a g u e  w h i c h  w i p e s  o u t  m o st  of the w o r l d ' s  p o pu l a t i o n ,  the firs t  p a r t  sh ow i n g  how a 

g r o u p  of s u r v i v o r s  c o p e  w i t h  b e r e a v e m e n t  and loneliness. T h e s e  d r a w  t o ge t h er  i n t o two ca m ps  who seem to be 

f u n d a m e n t a l l y  o p po s e d,  T h i s  is a h o r r o r  nove l  of K i ng's usua l  h i g h  s t an d a rd s ,  but the leng t h  will not o n l y  put 

off s o m e  readers, b u t  tend s  to b e c o m e  r e p e t i t i v e  as m a ny  c h ar a c t e r s  h a v e  s imilar e x p e r i e n c e s  - p e rh a p s  there 

are too m a ny  of t h e m  for s y m p a t h y  to f o cu s  o n  a n y  of them prop e r ly ,  One wo rd  of w a r n i n g  - do N O T  begi n  r e ad i n g  

th is  book if y o u  are s u f f e r i n g  from a cold.

H a r d - n o s e d  cop w i t h  a h e a r t  of g o l d  b a t t l e s  m a s t e r  of a n ci e n t  evil - and find s  h i s  c h i l d r e n ' s  lives are on the 

line, I e n j o y e d  this, but h i t  a c r e d i b i l i t y  g a p  wh en  the m a i n  c h ar a c te r ,  w h o  h a d  all the f a ct s  a v a i l a b l e  and 

w a s n ' t  c r i p p l i n g l y  sceptical,, still d i d n ' t  t a ke  the 'villain s e r i o u s l y  enough, I g u es s  it w o u l d  be like t h at  in 

real life, b u t  I do h a n k e r  for a c h a r a c t e r  w h o  w o u l d  go "Well, t h is  is o b v i o u s l y  a s u p e r n a t u r a l  threat, w h er e  

do I go fr om  h e r e : ", r a ther than "Well, this s e ems to be a s u p e r n a t u r a l  threat, b u t  let's try t r e a t i n g  it as 

n o rm a l  e v e r y d a y  stuff for ju st  a l i tt l e  b i t  lo ng e r ,. , , "

T H E  S I L E N T  C I T Y  by E l i z a b e t h  V o n a r b u r g ;  T h e  W o m en 's  Press; 247 pages; £ 4 . 9 5  p/back, R e v i e w e d  by L y n n  M E d wards.

D A R K N E S S  C O M E S  by D e a n  R K o ontz; H e ad l i ne ;  351 pages; £3,9 9  p a pe r b ac k . R e v i e w e d  by H e l e n  Wake,
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ASTOUNDING DAYS by Arthur C Clarke; Gollancz; 224 pages; £4,99 paperback, Reviewed by Tony Horton,

S u b t i t l e d  The Science F ic t io n a l Autobiography, C l a r k e  has f i n a l l y  p u t  p e n  to p a p e r  (well, h a n d  to k e y b o a r d  
actu a l ly )  to p r o v i d e  the i n sights to his " a s t o u n d i n g "  career, Th is  is a well d o c u m e n t e d  h i s t o r y  of s c i e n t i f i c  

e v e n t s  in the w o r l d  d e p i c t e d  by C l a r k e  via SF r e a d i n g / w r i t i n g  at t h o s e  m o m e n t o u s  o c ca s i o n s ,  w i t h  u s e f u l  n o t e s  

i n s e r t ed  e x p l a i n i n g  bo th  the o b s c u r e  a n d  the jo cu l a r,  Se ve r a l  of the q u o t e s  left me i t c h i n g  for c o p i e s  of 

Astounding to read the s t or i e s  m e nt i o ne d ,  ( A ny o n e  p o s s e s s  any 1934 c o p i e s ? , , , , , , , )  The r e m i n i s c e n c e s  r e ad  like 

a who' s  who of SF AND science, C l a r k e  k n o w s  (or k n e w )  all the "big" a u t h o r s  and s c i e n t i s t s  a l i v e  in t h e  20th 

c e n t u r y  o r  so it s e ems!), A well r o u n d e d  a c c o u n t  w r i t t e n  w i t h  a s c h o o l b o y i s h  e a g e r  e x p e c t a t i o n  of e v e n t s  

e n li v e ni n g  the n a r r a t i v e  and p r o v i d i n g  an i n s i g h t  into C l a r k e ' s  love of b o t h  SF a n d  s c i e n c e / s c i e n t i f i c  

developments, this is V E R Y  enjoyable,

CHAS E  by D ean R Koontz; H eadline; 214 p a ges; £ 3 . 5 0  p a p e r b a c k , R e v i e w e d  by H e l e n  Wake.

The s t o r y  of a r e tu r n ed  V i et n a m  v e t e r a n  h a v i n g  p r o b l e m s  a d j u s t i n g  to c i v i l i a n  life s h o u l d  b e  d o n a  to d e a t h  by 

now, b u t  K o on t z  w e av e s  a go od  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h r i l l e r ,  He m a n a g e s  to c o n v e y  the h o r r o r  of t h at  p a rt i c u l a r  

"p ol i c e  action" with the d e ta c h m e n t  of a g r e e k  mask, and s i d e s t e p s  the u s u a l  " p ae a n  to v i o l e n c e "  th at  m o s t  'Nam 

films and books indulge at some p o in t  or othe r ,  Good, I liked it,

F I RS T  FLIGH T  by C h ris Clare m on t ;  Pan; 243 pages; £ 3 , 9 9  p a pe r b ac k ,  R e v i e w e d  by M i ch a e l  J o n es,

C l a r e m o n t  is an e s t a b l i s h e d  c o m i c s  w r i t e r  a n d  h i s  f i rst p r o s e  novel is a t e r r i f ic  e x a m p l e  of h a r d  SF- it its 

best, The F ir s t  Fl i gh t of spac e  p i lo t  N i c o l e  S h e a  s h o u l d  h a ve  b e e n  an e a sy  s u r v e y  m i ss i o n,  a n d  t u r n s  out t o be 

a n yt h i ng  but, After a g r a p h i c a l l y  e x c i t i n g  e n c o u n t e r  w i th  a d e r e l i c t  w r eck her sh ip  is s h o t  to p ieces b y 

pirates. N i co l e  and the s u r v i v i n g  half of her c r e w  find t h e m s e l v e s  a d r i f t  in s p a c e  u n t i l  t h ey  e n c o u n t e r  

a l ien starship and h a ve  to m a ke  " f irst c o n t a c t "  on beha l f  of the h u m a n  race, T h e n  th ey  h a v e  to m a k e  their

back past the p i ra t e s  they ha ve  a l r e a d y  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  and who tu rn  o u t  to be mo re  t h an  t h e y  s e e m ..... read it

and find out for y ourself! Fast paced, a c t i o n  p a ck e d ,  c o m p l e x , t h ri l l in g ,  c o lo u r fu l ,  m o vi n g ,  t e ch n i ca l  - how 

ma ny  c o mp l iments are there? Don' t  mi ss  th is  o n e 1

SK IN  OF t h e  S O UL E d it e d  by Lisa Tuttle; T h e  W o m a n ' s  Press; 223 pages; £ 5 , 9 5  p a p e r b a c k , R e v i e w e d  by Caro l  M o r t o n,

In this s e le c t io n  of h o rr o r  s t or i e s  w r i t t e n  by w o m e n  the s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  d e t a i l s  the d a r k e r  side of womens' 

fears r a pe, p regnancy, chil d  abus e  etc, All the s t o r i e s  are good, b u t  so me  are o u t s t a n d i n g ,  "

(Charnos* a youn g  girl r e ac h i ng  m e n a r c h e  d i s c o v e r s  she is a w e r e w o l f ,  and r e l i s h e s  her re v e n g e  on h e r 

tormentors; "Anzac Day" (Wilder), a s o ld i e r  g o n e  m a d  from k i l l i n g  d u r i n g  the war; " G e t t i n g  A w ay f rom It A l l " 

(Walsh), a c r e e p y  tale of rats; "Mr E l p h i n s t o n e ' s  H a n d s "  ( Tuttle), d e a l s  w i t h  the V i c t o r i a n  o b s e s s i o n  wi th  

e c t o p l a s m ; and "Trick or T r eat" (D u n g a t e  - b e t t e r  k n o w n  to her f e ll o w  B r u m g r o u p m e m b e r s  as P a u l i n e  M o r g a n ) . a 

w o r r y i n g  tale of an a b a n d o n e d  k i t t e n  b e c o m i n g  t o t a l l y  o b s e s s i v e  a b ou t  its r e scuer, P e r s o n a l l y  this is one of 

the mo re  d i st u r bi n g  tales, I have 2 cats! T h i s  v o l u m e  is mo re  proof, if a n y  be n e ed e d ,  t h at  h o r r o r  d o e s n ' t  have 

to be all b l oo d  and guts, p s yc h o l o g i c a l  t w i s t s  i n vo k e  m u c h  m o r e  fear, It al so  p r o v e s  th at  t h e  h o r r o r  g e n r e  can 

be written eq ua l l y  well by both sexes,

DA RK  HAND OF MAGI C  b y B a r b a r a  Hambly; Unwin; 3 0 9  pages; £3,5 0  p a pe r b a c k ,  R e v i e w e d  by P a u l i n e  Morgan,

A l t h o u g h  the thir d  o f a s e ries that b e g a n  w i t h  The la d ie s  o f Mandrigyn a n d  The Witches o f  Wenshar, this b o ok 

c a n  be read in isolation. Sun Wolf, e x - m e r c e n a r y  and f l e d g l i n g  mage, d e s p e r a t e l y  w a n t s  a t e ac h e r,  b u t  the only 

w i z a r d  he is a w a r e  of is t r yi n g  to kill him, A l s o  h i s  old t r oo p s  are h a v i n g  p h e n o m e n a l  b a d  luck in b e s i e g i n g  a 

town and need his help, A c c o m p a n i e d  by S t a r h a w k ,  h i s  o l d  s e c o n d - i n - c o m m a n d  and now his c o m p a n i o n  he a t t e s t s  

to extricate them - b u t  m i s f o r t u n e s  f o l l o w  t h em  as th ey  r e tu r n  to their w i n t e r  q u ar t e rs ,  Th is  is a fa s t - p aced 

a d ve n t u r e  p a i n t i n g  an u n g l a m o r o u s  p i c t u r e  of m e r c e n a r y  life, The c h a r a c t e r s  are n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  like a b le :  they 

are earthy, c r u d e  and real, The s i t u a t i o n s  th ey  fi nd  t h e m s e l v e s  in are u n p l e a s a n t  a n d  o f t e n  fatal, T h e  b o o k is 

w r i t t e n  without s e n t i m e n t a l i t y  and e v en  S u n  Wolf f i n d s  he has o u t g r o w n  the life he o n c e  t h o u g h t  he c o u l d  not do 

without,

Set in near f u ture A m erica, this novel e x p l o r e s  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  the c o n c e p t  of a p e r s o n ' s  life, 

and stat u s  therein, b e in g  base d  on r e a d i n g s  t a k e n  in utero, In this s y s t e m  e v e r y o n e  "die s "  at b i rth, this b e i n g  

the premise of genetic p h y s i c s  w o r k e d  o u t  b y  S o ll y h ei m ,  The stor y  is of "life" in t h i s  so ci e t y,  and in 

particular e v en t s  c o nc e r n i n g  P r e s i d e n t ' s '  d a u g h t e r  A n n i e  B e r n i e r 's r u n n i n g  away, p r i v a t e  d e t e c t i v e  Rick S t at o r  

who w a s  sent to find her, a set of " o u t l a w"  Z a p p e r s  an d in e s s e n c e  o t h e r  p e r s o n n e l  e n t w i n e d  a r o u n d  t h is  base, 

The idea is an i n t e r e st i n g  one and well d e ve l o p e d ,  w i th  o n e  or two s u r p r i s e s  t h r o w n  i n to  the n a r r a t i v e  

p r o v i d i n g  a d i ve r s e  tale, Well told and well e x p l a i n e d ,  this s t o r y  is d e f i n i t e l y  w o r t h  a read,
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